Synbol ogy Standards Managenent Committee ( SSMO)

Pur pose: The Synbology SMC is chartered as a subconmttee
of the Standards Coordinating Commttee (SSC) for the

pur pose of overseeing all DOD synbol ogy activities. The
scope of the SSMC s responsibilities enconpasses al

war fi ghting synbol ogy activities in support of joint and
conbi ned operations.

M ssion: The SSMC mission is to build upon the activities,
speci al expertise, and procedures established under the DOD
| TS and DSP progranms. The commttee supports the nmanagenent
structure and nechani snms necessary to acconplish the
necessary coordination, integration, validation, testing,

i npl enentation, and configurati on managenent of synbol ogy
standards. The conmttee |eads DOD in the use,

ef fectiveness, efficiency and reduction in costs in applying
uni form synbol standards and in harnoni zi ng these standards
with related non-DOD standards. The SSMC wi |l devel op,
establish, inplenent, and pronul gate new and exi sting

synbol ogy standards to ensure conpatibility and

i nteroperability of synbol ogy anong DOD i nformati on systens,
and to the extent authorized, with non-DOD information

syst ens.

Organi zation: The SSMC consists of a chairman, who is

provi ded by the DI SA Center for Information Technol ogy
Standards (CFITS), as the Lead Standardi zati on Agency, a
secretariat, also provided by CFITS and the voting nenbers
of the SSMC as per the SSMC approved charter. The voting
menbers consi st of DOD Cl NC/ Servi ce/ Agency representatives
having C4l interests and significant involvenent in the
devel opnent, nmai ntenance, and use of synbology ITS. Voting
menbers are listed in the SSMC Charter and are designated in
writing.

Functions and Responsibilities: The Joint Staff is
responsi bl e for providing guidance on the validation of
synbol ogy requirenents for C41 systens and conpliance
certification. The SSMC functions as a subordi nate body of
the SCC. The comm ttee functions under the nmanagenent
structure and nechani sns of the Synbol ogy I TS Managenent

Pl an and conducts the bul k of the synbol ogy standards I TS
activities in support of the DOD C41 comrunity. The SSMC
provi des a single focal point for synbol ogy standardization.
The SSMC al so functions as a prinmary neans by which D SA
assesses requirenents, assigns priorities to tasks and
nonitors the success of the symbology ITS program The
SSMC, inits CCB role, coordinates with appropriate LSAs to
mai ntai n exi sting standards.

Acconpl i shnents: In the age of information and infornmation
warfare, 1t Is essential that the Warrior has a fused, real-
time true picture of the battl espace. Synbology is a




critical factor in making this concept a reality. The SSMC
has nmade significant headway in its support to warfighting
interoperability and C4l systens inplenentation of standard
war fi ghting synbology in its devel opnent of M L-STD 2525B
that becane effective on 29 January 1999. M L-STD-2525B is
designed to elimnate conflicts within various synbol sets
and to bring a core set of common warfighting synbol ogy

wi thin one DOD standard. The standard provides sets of C4
synbol s, a coding scheme for synbol autonation and
information transfer, an information hierarchy and taxonony,
and technical details to support systens inplenentation.
Joint warfighting has strengthened the requirenent for the
rapi d exchange of information by the C4l systens community,
expanding into the weapons control or engagenent donai ns.
The standard provides details on synbol ogy di splay and
plotting to ensure, to the greatest extent possible,
interoperability of DOD C41 systens, devel opnent, operations
and training. The standard will serve as the standard
synbol set for all future DOD uses of C41 synbol ogy.

Ongoi ng Work: Incorporation of additional synbols and synbol

sets such as the Fire Support synbols provided by the Arny.
Devel opnent of the 2001 version of the standard tentatively

schedul ed for rel ease sumer of 2001. The SSMC is

i nvestigating how best to ensure consistency of symnbol ogy

data el enents and warfighting requirenents across the

synbol ogy and nessagi ng standards, e.g. USMIF and

TADI LS/ VMF. The nmmj or consideration for the symnbol ogy

comunity is how to accommobdat e t he engagenent donain

synbol ogy as presented in systens such as Naval Tactica
Data System (NTDS) and Joint Tactical Information

Di stribution System (JTIDS).




